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At the National Collection of 
Industrial, Food and Marine Bacteria, 
we don’t just have industrial,  
food and marine bacteria. 

Our culture collection includes 
bacteria isolated from all kinds 
of places – it’s really a national 
collection of interesting microbes. 



NCIMB Ltd is home to one of the UK’s national reference 
collections, the National Collection of Industrial, Food and 
Marine Bacteria, and I am privileged to be curator of this 
fantastic collection of microorganisms. 

The name of our culture collection reflects its history, rather 
than the content of the collection today. People are often 
surprised at the range of strains held at NCIMB, so we have 
put together an A-Z of NCIMB to highlight a few of the 
strains our reference collection contains. 

We have a large number of microorganisms that have been 
isolated from marine environments and foodstuffs, but 
the collection also contains many bacteria from soil and 
freshwater environments, as well as other interesting and 
unusual locations. For example, we have strains isolated 
from hippopotamus bathing water in a zoo, and a mammoth 
that had been preserved in permafrost. 

In fact, the reference collection currently contains thousands 
of ACDP hazard group 1 and 2 microorganisms including 
bacteria, bacteriophages and plasmids. The strains in our 
reference collection are available to the scientific community 
and are used around the world by academic researchers and 
in industrial applications. 



Our strains are not only used by microbiologists -  
we can also supply genomic DNA and offer a whole  
genome sequencing service with full genome annotation 
and additional bioinformatics analysis. 

Depositing strains in the reference collection is free of 
charge and complies with the bacterial code for naming  
and describing new species. We provide the required 
certification for publication purposes. 

To find out if we have a strain that you are looking for,  
or if you are interested in depositing a strain in our 
reference collection, contact enquiries@ncimb.com  
or visit our website www.ncimb.com.

 Samantha Law

 Dr Samantha Law
 Culture Collection Curator, 
 NCIMB
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A
NCIMB 13567

Actinobacillus delphinicola

Isolated from the lung of  
a harbour porpoise, in the 
North-east Atlantic Ocean.



NCIMB 10322
Bacillus halodurans 

Isolated from the bathing 
water of a hippopotamus  

in a zoo, in 1967. 

B



NCIMB 13435
Citrobacter youngae  

Isolated from nitramine 
explosive-contaminated soil  
in Los Alamos, New Mexico.  

C



NCIMB 13518
Deinococcus geothermalis   

Isolated from a hot spring 
located in the Phlegraean 

Fields, a large volcanic area 
situated to the west of 

Naples, Italy. 

D



NCIMB 417
Escherichia coli    

Isolated from the skin of cod 
from Aberdeen Fish Market. 

Added to the collection  
in 1958.

E



NCIMB 13370
Frateuria aurantia   

Isolated from Lilium auratum, 
also known as the  

golden-rayed lily, in Japan.

F



NCIMB 14871
Georgenia muralis  

Isolated from  
medieval wall paintings  
in an Austrian church. 

G



NCIMB 2188
Haloferax gibbonsii   

Isolated from a solar saltern 
in Alicante, Spain.

H



NCIMB 10167
Intrasporangium calvum   

Isolated from the air in a 
school dining room. 

I



NCIMB 9130
Janthinobacterium lividum 

Isolated from soil in  
Michigan, U.S.A. 

J



NCIMB 13254
Kurthia sibirica 

Isolated from the large 
intestine of a mammoth  
found in permafrost in  

Magadan, Russia. 

K



NCIMB 13278
Lactobacillus animalis  

Isolated from the dental 
plaque of a Baboon.

L



NCIMB 13596
Marinobacter aquaolei 

Isolated from an oil-producing 
well on an offshore oil 

platform, near Vung Tau  
in southern Vietnam.

M



NCIMB 12811
Nocardia sp.

Isolated from natural rubber 
from a primary sewage 

settling tank in  
Medmenham, England. 

N



NCIMB 8688
Ochrobactrum anthropi 

Isolated from cattle-dipping 
fluids, Queensland, Australia.

O



NCIMB 13661
Psychrobacter frigidicola 

Isolated from Adelie penguin 
guano, on Magnetic Island, 

in Antarctica.

P



NCIMB 14881
Sphingobium quisquiliarum

Isolated from a 
hexachlorocylohexane  

dump site in India. 

Q



NCIMB 11216
Rhodococcus rhodochrous 

Isolated from mud in the  
River Lagan near Belfast  

in Northern Ireland. 

R



NCIMB 11534
Stenotrophomonas 

maltophilia 

Isolated from soil. 

S



NCIMB 11243
Thermus aquaticus

Isolated from a hot spring, 
Yellowstone National Park, 

Wyoming, U.S.A.

T



NCIMB 13762
Pseudoalteromonas ulvae 

Isolated from the surface  
of marine algae (Ulva lactuca) 

on the coast of Sydney, 
Australia.

U



NCIMB 393
Vibrio harveyi 

Isolated from surface sea 
water about 2 miles offshore 

Mandapam, India in 1957. 

V



NCIMB 701975
Weissella confusa 

Isolated from carrot juice.  
This strain is reported to 
cause a slimy consistency  

in vegetable juice.

W



 NCIMB 12683 
Xanthobacter agilis

Isolated from water in  
Le Loclat, a small eutrophic 

lake near Neuchatel, 
Switzerland in 1974.   

X



NCIMB 2194
Yersinia ruckeri 

Isolated from a Rainbow trout 
(Salmo gairdneri) with  
red mouth disease. 

Y



NCIMB 11200
Zymomonas mobilis  

subsp. pomaceae

Isolated from spoiled cider  
in Bristol. 

Z
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